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Mr. Editor—Accompanying this, you have a work of lord Boling- 
broke’s, entitled “The Important Examination of the Holy Scriptures,” 
originally written in French, and first published in 1736. I observe that a 
translation of this work appeared in London, in 1819, printed by Mr. 
Carlile, who supposed it to have been from the pen of V oltaire. I have 
examined the French copy, but I can discover nothing there to warrant 
the opinion that it is a production of the philosopher of Ferney. Some 
passages, undoubtedly, remind us of the piquant style of*this great man. 
As a whole, however, it does not seem to justify the attributing it te 
his pen. Besides, his works have been collected, and “‘ the Important 
Examination” forms no part of the collection. I have no doubt its ap- 


pearance in the Correspondent will gratify a large portion of your 
readers. ARISTIDES. 


IMPORTANT EXAMINATION. BY LORD BOLINGBROKE. 


Preface.—The ambition of domineering over the mind is one of the 
strongest passions. A theologian, a missionary, or a partisan of any 
description, is always for conquering like a prince, and there are many 
more sects than there are sovereigns in the world. ‘To whose guidance 
shall I submit my mind? Must I be a Christain, because I happened to 
be born in London, or in Madrid? Must I be a Mussulman, because I 
was bornin Turkey? As it is myself alone that I ought to consult, the 
choice of a religion is my greatest interest. One man adores God by 
Mahomet, another by the Grand Lama, and another by the pope. Weak 
and foolish men! adore God by your own reason. 

The stupid indolence whieh takes possession of the generality of 
men, and sets aside this most important of all concerns, seems to inti- 
mate that they are nothing but stupid machines, endowed with animal 
functions, whose instinct never occupies itself beyond the present moment. 
We make use of our understandings in the same way as we use our bodies: 
both are frequently abandoned to quacks, whose chief concern is to get 
possession of our money. 

The prodigous multitude of Christian sects already forms a great pre- 
sumption that they are all founded on erroneous systems. The wise man 
says to himself—* If God had intended us to render him any particular 
worship, this worship would have been necessary to our species. [If this 
worship were necessary, he himself would have communicated it to each 
of us, as invariably as he has given us two eyes and one mouth.” This 
worship would likewise have been uniform, since we have not been able 
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to discover any thing necessary to the human race that does not possess 
this uniformity. ‘The universal principles of reason are common to all 
civilized nations; all acknowledge a deity ; and they may thence infer, 
that this belief is founded in truth. But each nation has a different reli- 
gion ; they ought, therefore, to conclude, that reason tells them to adore 
a god; but that they have uniformly fallen into errors by wishing to over- 
step the bounds prescribed tiem. 

The principle, then, in which the whole universe is in agreement, ap- 
pears to be true. Other principles, whose consequences are diametrically 
opposite, must appear to be false, and it is natural for us to mistrust them. 
We have a still greater diffidence when we find that the sole aim of those 
at the head of each sect is to domineer and enrich themselves as much 
as they can; and that, from the dairis of Japan to the bishop of Rome, 
they are occupied in raising to the Pontiff a throne founded on the mise- 
ry of the people, and often “cemented with their blood. 

Let the Japanese, then, examine how long the dairis have held them 
in subjection ; let the Tartars make use of their reason in order to judge 
whether the Grand Lama be immortal; give the Turks permission to 
judge their Alcoran, and let us, as Christians, examine our gospels. 

I have learnt that a French vicar, of the name of John Mesher, who 
died a shert time since, prayed on his death bed that God would forgive 
him for having taught Christianity. I have seen a vicar in Dorsetshire 
relinquish a living “of £200 a year, and confess to his parishoners, that his 
conscience would not permit him to preach the shocking absurdities of 
the Christians. But neither the will or testament of John Meslier, nor 
the declaration of this worthy vicar, are what I consider decisive proofs. 
Uriel Acosta, a Jew, publicly renounced the Old Testament in Amster- 
dam ; however, I pay no more attention to the Jew Acosta than to par- 
son Meslier. I will read the arguments on both sides of the trial, with 
careful attention, not suffering the lawyers to tamper with me; but will 
weigh before God the reasons of both parties, and decide according to 
my conscience. [I commence by being my own instructor. 

Of the Books of Moses.—Christianity is founded on Judaism ; let us, 
then, examine if Judaism be the work of God. The books of Moses 
are handed to me, and the first point I have to ascertain is, whether or 
not these books were actually written by Moses ? 

In the first place. Is it possible that sioses could have engraven the 
Pentateuch, or the books of the law, on stone, and that he found en- 
gravers and stone cutters in a frightful wilderness, where, it is said, his 
people had neither tailors, shoemakers, raiment, nor bread ; and w here 
God was compelled to work a continued miracle, for the space of forty 
years, in order to clothe and feed them ? 

Secondly. ‘The book of Joshua tells us that cae eeeans was W rit- 
ten on an altar of rough stone, (Joshua viii. 31, 32,) covered over with 
with plaster. How could a whole book be written on plaster? Would 
not the letters soon be effaced by the blood which continually flowed on 
this altar? And how could this altar, this monument of Deuteronomy. 
subsist so long, in a country where the Jews had been such a length of 
time reduced to a state of slavery, which their plunders had so fully 
itistified ? 
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Thirdly. The innumerable geographical and chronological errors and 
contradictions which we find in the Pentateuch, have compelled many, 
both Jews and Christians, to declare, that the Pentateuch could not have 
been written by Moses. The learned Le Clerc, a number of divines, 
even our great Newton, have embraced this opinion, which appears, at 
least, very probable. 

I likewise ask any reasonable man, if it be at all likely that Moses, 
when he was iu the wilderness, would have given precepts for Jewish 
kings, who did not exist for several centuries after him; and if it be 
possible that, when in the same wilderness, he could have allotted forty- 
eight cities and their suburbs to the tribe of the Levites alone, independ- 
ent of the tenths which the other tribes ought to pay them? It is, doubt- 
less, very natural to suppose that the priests would lay hold of every 
thing, but we cannot imagine that they had forty-eight cities given them, 
in a little canton where at that time two vill: iges scarcely existed : as ma- 
ny cities would, at least, have been necessary for each of the other 
Jewish tribes, and the whole would have amounted to four hundred and 
eighty cities with their suburbs. The Jews have not written their history 
in any other manner. Each trait is a ridiculous hyperbole, a stupid 
falsehood, or an absurd fable. 

To be continued. 


TRANSUBSTANTIATION: 

Mr. Editor—This hitherto mysterious problem, which for more than 
two hundred years has been, and which still continues to the present 
day a subject of dispute, has caused the sacrifice of thousands of lives. 
It is, however, a very true doctrine, and althouzh misunderstood, or per- 
verted to another meaning, will, when explained, show that its original 
author was a good physiologist, and well understood the doctrine of 
Nature. The real meaning of it is this: 

Mankind are composed entirely of what they eat and drink, and no- 
thing more. By the operations of Nature, a part ‘of their bodies return 
daily to the earth and helps to produce vegetation, which supports both 
man and beast. Every man therefore is constantly i in the habit of eating, 
not only a part of the vegetable and brute creation, but also a part of 
his own species, and even a part of himself! 

A good naturalist, then, would say to his disciples, When ye eat this 
bread, my friends, ye eat my body, and when ye drink, ye drink my 
blood, for T am composed wholly of victuals and drink, and nothing else : 
nota particle of any other thing is in my body which daily returns to the 
earth ; and whenever ye eat and drink from the earth, there fore, ye eat 
and drink a part of me, or the element of which [I am, or have been, 
composed: and as often as ye sit down at meals, I charge you to remem- 
ber this doctrine which I now teach you. Although when I be dead, 
and appear to be gone, [ shall be still with you. You shallsee the son 
of man, hereafter, coming in the clouds with great power ; power to pro- 
duce vegetation, which w ill save all mankind from starving. Aad verily, 
verily, [ say unto you, that this generation shall not pass away before all, 
whieh I have taught you shall be fulfilled. Such would be the laneu: aes 
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of a true disciple of Nature, which shows, that transubstantiation is not 
performed by the priest, but by the brewers and bakers, turning the body 
of man into food. 

Some unbelievers say, that the son of man did not rise from the dead 
on the third day: whereas, on the contrary, I feel certain that he did. 
Man is composed wholly of water. 1 feel, therefore, no hesitation in say- 
ing, that, by evaporation, he absconded, partly, as early as_ the 
second day. Some are so hardened as to assert that the son of man will 
never be seen coming in the clouds ; and others of a contrary opinion, are 
so stupid as to suppose that it will be some centuries before he is here. 
But as to myself, I can see him almost every day. Mankind seem much 
alarmed about his coming ; though, indeed, we should have been in a sorry 
plight if he had not been here before now ; for, as sure as*we are men, 
we should have been all starved. 

Do we not perceive, then, that however much this doctrine may have 
been ridiculed by some, it is nevertheless perfectly consistent with natural 
philosophy? Almost every thing has been perverted from its original 
meaning, so that we know not what theory may have been left us at r first 
for our instruction. The word gentileman, for instance, at the commence- 
ment of the Christian era, was applied by Christians to such men as had 
embraced Christianity, but who still retained, in other respects, their pa- 
gan customs. The orthography of the word was afterwards altered to 
gentleman, and is now applied to such people only as have got plenty of 
money. Again, taking off hats was practised among the early Chris- 
tians to ascertain their own numbers, while disputing in the temple with 
the Jews, who kept their hats on. Afterwards, when the religious ani- 
mosity increased, it became out doors a signal to distinguish friends from 
foes. But in process of time, when Christians grew too numerous to 
fear opposition, the rich contemned the friendly signal of their forefa- 
thers: so that when the poor man took off his hat, signifying “I am a 
Christian,” the rich one merely nodded his head, as much as to say, “I 
see what you are,” and contemptuously walked on. So now the poor 
Christian, and even those who do not believe in Christianity also, are ex- 
pected to submit to this perverted habit. When, therefore, we see such 
changes wrought in other customs, who will attempt to prove that the 
Roman church did nottwist the simple doctrine of Nature from its origi- 
nal meaning, and that the rea] presence of a deceased man, in our com- 
mon ailments, was not at first taught, as I have above described ? 


CANDID. 


RELIGIOUS BODIES. 


Mr. Editor—The real actuating force which gives credit to religious 
deeds is public opinion. There cannot be a more effectual spur to this 
popular sentiment than the formation of a body whose peculiar interest 
lies in watching its various turns, in kindling it anew, and dexterously 
diversifying its “applications. For this task ‘they possess numerous ad- 
vantages. The necessity of recurring to their services on many occa-~ 
sions ensures to them a large measure of respect, as well as of wealth, 
and this reacts upon the function which they exercise. They labor se- 
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dulously to inculcate the deepest reverence in speaking of religious mat- 
ters, as well as extreme backwardness and timidity of soul in subjecting 
them to the examination of reason. ‘They diffuse widely among the 
community those pious misapplications of moral epithets which are inse- 
parably annexed to the belief in an omnipotent being, availing themselves 
of this confusion of language to stigmatize as iniquitous every thing which 
counteracts their own views, and to extol as virtuous that which favors 
them. 

The religious premium offered for faith tends to corrupt the judgment 
of individuals, and to foist in, by means of their hopes and partiality, a 
belief which unbiassed reason would not have tolerated. The penalties 
denounced against unbelief cooperate most powerfully, by enlisting their 
fears in behalf of the same self deceit or hypocrisy. 


BEAUCHAMP. 











NEw basen SATURDAY, ‘JANUARY 26, 1828. 


LECTURES DELIVERED AT THE FREE PRESS ASSOCIATION. 











ON THE ASSERTION, THAT “RELIGION IS THE BOND OF SOCIETY.” 
By H. A. Fay. 

Ladies and Gentletei—I believe our object in assembling at this 
time is to pass an hour or two agreeably. If there are any present who, 
from an honest zeal in the cuuse of any particular sect; any who ap- 
prehend shipwreck to the ship of state from our investigations; any of 
that licentious class whose disorderly propensities compel them to be in 
continual broils, and who, as disturbers of the public peace, entail on 
themselves public execration and ignominious punishment—if any of 
these variously inclined personages have come here for the purpose of 
interrupting our proceedings, it is needless for me to deprecate their hos- 
tile intentions. [ caution them that there is one restraint which wil! 
operate on their attempts to be found in the moral influence of the ma- 
jority of respectable people who are in the habit of attending our meet- 
ings. In addition to this, we are under the protection of the laws, as ex- 
ercising that reason, oni those moral energies, which the heroes of the 
revolution fought to secure. Need I add, that we are especially guarded 
by the police of the city, to which power must certainly be committed any 
one who, either from mistaken motives, from malice, or licentiousness. 
disturbs the harmony ofthis respectable audience. 

I address myself to the ear of every dispassionate and unprejudiced 
inquirer after truth, and declare that the opinions [ advance are the re- 
sult of much meditation. It is with sincerity that I speak; nor would I 
lisp to another idea, which I. thought calculated to create unnecessary 
pain, or inconsistent with the welfare of my fellow creatures. For my 
own sentiments I do not claim particular attention, nor do I obtrude them 
into notice. ‘The members of the “ Free Press Association’’—at least | 
believe so, and for myself can answer confidently—desire the establish- 
ment of an institution where the most important subjects relating to ge- 
neral interest shall be freely discussed. We give notice to the public that 
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a lecture is delivered in this place every Sunday; and, as crowded au- 
diences attend, it is but reasonable to suppose that satisfaction has been 
created. This rostrum is successively filled by speakers who are willing 
to take their part in our public discourses. It is with the concurrence of 
my much esteemed fellow members that I now address you. 

The subject which I have chosen, namely, ‘‘ Religion’s being the bond 
of society,” is an idea which governs the actions of many liberal, honest 
men, but whose business engrosses too much of their attention to leave 
them leisure for investigating: it is well worthy of discussion. 

Religion—I looked in Ash’s dictionary for his definition of the word. 
It is this: ‘“ Religion (from the Latin Religio, to bind fast.) The true 
fear of God in the heart. A particular system of divine faith and wor- 
ship.” It is generally said the fear of hell is necessary to restrain the 
vicious propensities of human beings, and the hope of heaven to stimu- 
late to active virtue; and that without these inducements anarchy would 
result. Many schemes appear calculated to counteract evil, which, when 
put in operation, are inefficient. A religion has been entailed upon al- 
most every nation; the parts of the system successively added through 
the lapse of ages, by speculators, enthusiasts, and the ambitious. It has 
generally been connected with the political government. The page of 
history i is before you. Look at it. What have been the effects of “the 
true fear of God in the heart?” What kind of society has it been the 
bond of? 

In the Bible we read that Judaism, the supposed bond of the Hebrews, 
bound them to murder every gentile nation, and occupy their desolated 
cities. It bound Moses, and “David, and Solomon & Co., the very best 
men that Judaism could produce, to stab and burn thousands of their own 
subjects under pretence of their bond of society. Change the names; 
substitute successively for Moses, Devid, & Co. those of Mahomet and 
other religious Jeaders, and, in their respective nations, we read in history 
that it is a Turkish bond, a Christian bond, a Hindoo bond, or other bond 
or Feligion, that has armed one portion of society against another; na- 
tion against nation; a monarch against his people, and a people against 
their monarch, in one almost uninterrupted war and massacre for many 
thousand years. As long as different systems of faith prevail, there must 
be bloodshed. Suppose Christianity should pervade the w orld, still there 
would be the numerous sects of Christians; catholic, episcopalian, pres- 
byterian, baptist, methodist, universalist, unitarian, new jerusalemite, 
quaker, shaker, moravian, tunker, dipper, dunker, and dumpler—though 
the four last, vide the Rev. Jedediah Morse, are pretty much the same: 
and there is a host of others. Every verse in the holy Bible has gene- 
rated a swarm of these bonds of society. 

Sad, bitter experience tells us, that one sect in the same nation will 
be in hostility, will persecute, will murder, those of another sect; and 
yet why do these different sects remain under one government? It is 
not their faith that binds them to each other, for they differ. The bond 
of. society is the fears and wants of individuals: it is this bond of mutual 
protection that binds together the different and hostile sects, and even con- 
flicting religions and philosophies, as Judaism, Christianity, deism, athe- 
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ism, and materialism. It is here an individual may say, I have a home, 
my friends, my country. 

Has religion been the cause of more murders than it has saved lives’ 
So many religions have been tried for so many thousand years, that it is 
worth while to ask the question. I leave it for the sincere and honest to 
answer. 

A bond of society! Yes, indeed, it has been a bond. It is the invi- 
sible chain which binds binds the wretched Hindoo to the ground, while 
the car of Jaggernaut rolls over his mangled limbs. It is a bond which 
once fastened the human mind to the papal throne, and only permitted 
its exertions as the menial to fetch and carry for beings called popes, 
among whom has been found a creature the most debased, vicious, aud 
accursed of the human race; in whose bloated and nauseous person was 
found the essence, the very distilled noxiousuess, of every crime that a 
man could commit; of every hideous and disgusting disease that matter 
in the human form could contain, without becoming instantaueously a 
mere unshaped mass of corruption. 

Bond of society! Yes, all of us are bound by religion. We may 
throw up our hands, spring from the ground, run to the mountains, the 
ocean, and yet, I say, we are bound, hand and foot, heart and head. 
There are abroad, even in this free country, bonds, unseen, but not un- 
felt—fetters! mental fetters! which you cannot touch. If I could, I 
would burst them asunder. If we are free, why is it that in our houses, 
our streets, whenever the subject of religion is accidentally touched upon 
by one individual, the manly, loud, firm, and ciear tone of a freeman’s 
voice sinks to a low mutter; aad the eye which, from an intelligent be- 
ing, in the midst of an intelligent people, who profess to have no masters 
or superiors in rank; that eye which should send around a glance of con- 
fident security, cowers as if in fear, and scrutinizes every surrounding 
countenance; that eye, like the trembling spy of a lurking assassin 
band, conveys to the reason or mind, that leader of mau’s energies, the 
assurance that all is safe, and then the speaker whispers his opinion, as 
if it was a deed of danger, congenial to mystery, darkness, and horror. 

When [ think of these things, I ask myself if our government does not 
secure freedom of opinion and ape, when it does not interfere with the 
substantial happiness of others? I am answered, that religion is neces- 
sary for the vulgar; that it is a pity to destroy the only consolation of the 
pious in this miserable world, and that it is the bond of society, even ii 
false. 

Religion necessary for the vulgar! This is the tyrant’s plea, who 
riots in human blood, shed to procure him the luxuries of a throne or an 
altar, and who wishes to kee ~p the mass of mankind his slaves; to waste 
their energies in toiling for him, pass their time in praising him, and 
fighting for him under the names of country and religion. Give the vul- 
gar good habits by a proper education, and they are no longer vulgar: 
but are, as our giorious constitution guarantees, a nation of monarchs. 
each having a voice in the national councils, as equal rulers of this pros- 
perous land. 

But, “it is a pity to destroy the only consolation of the pious.” Pri- 
vate considerations must yield to public ones. Questions which concern 
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the public welfare always will be debated in free countries, and philoso- 
phical inquiries unavoidably occasion the dispersion of many foudly che- 
rished illusions and confiding hopes which rest but on doubtful founda- 
tions. What reason, then, remains to make it criminal to investigate the 
truth of the numerous mythologies, which have brooded for so many ages 
over our moral world, and which have hatched in their foul nests so many 
bloody crimes? I sincerely declare that 1 believe there is no paramount 
reason for silence, but that this bond of society, this mysterious and in- 
tangible influence, like the nightmare, presses the brain and the heart, 
stupifies and deadens all exertion, and makes even free born American 
descendants of the revolutionary heroes who fought the lion of England 
and the wild man of the woods to make us free; I say, makes many 
of the citizens of this country skulk along through life the slaves of 
superstition, never venturing a thought, or daring to question the imma- 
culateness of a book, called the holy y Bible, till some bolder and worthier 
sons of heroic sires lead the way. 

Is there no such thing as truth? Are there no principles to regulate 
our conduct unless we have faith in some mystery, certain unintelligible 
portions of which we must believe, contrary to the order of Nature, were 
revealed to bad men in dreams, visions, by witches, wizards, ghosts, an- 
gels, devils, &c. 

Speaking for my individual experience, I can say, I have found real 
enjoyment in proportion as I have been sincere, kind, charitable, indus- 
irious, temperate, prudent, and cultivated all the social virtues. If bi- 
shops, prelates of every kind, members of churches, priests and high 
priests, either Turkish, Christian, or Jewish, or any other kind, cannot 
make themselves or congregations good by threatening hell fire and pro- 
mising paradise, I recommend them to try these little, simple practices of 
honesty, integrity, temperance, industry, and uviversal benevolence; and, 
perhaps, the shepherds and their flocks may become both habitually more 
virtuous and happy. They may not become quite so rich or powerful, 
or receive as much abject servility, but I humbly conceive they will sleep 
as sound, eat with as good aa appetite, and enjoy existence as much as ever. 

Bond of society! I always thought a bond was something which 
united individuals in harmony; but religion is an exception to this spe- 
cies of bonds: it is a bond which disunites, divides our citizens into 
sects, whose hearts nourish towards each other rancor, hate, jealousy, 
and numerous ugly passions; irritates brother against sister, husband and 
wife against each other. This bond of godliness arms the mob, the city, 
the majority of the population, in conscious holiness against a member 
of society, who possesses courage and candor. It makes candor a crime, 
and courage an accumulation of guilt. The unhappy wretch who has 
the misfortune to be honest, is accused of want of principle; if he is a 
member of the “‘ Free Press Association,” that caps the climax of atro- 
city. A name like the cry of mad dog. It is atheist! atheist! and the 
stigma seems to engender a poisonous exhalation from the very body ; 
an infected atmosphere surrounds the victim of religious fanaticism. 
Wherever the sufferer goes, the pestilence is shunned ; touch is pollution. 

Bond of society! rather say,torch of discord! If there was a hell; if 
there existed infernal demons, empowered to curse mankind, what great- 
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er evils could the leader of fire and brimstone brigands inflict on mortals 
than the furious and desolating tempests of human passions, which reli- 
gion has called up’ from their slumbers; and in what shapes could his 
Satanic majesty and his legions more fatally and effectually pour upon 
the human race the floods of torment and wretchedness, than masked as 
religious enthusiasts, persuading poor, credulous, eonfiding human na- 
ture that the creator of the universe appeared in a dream; revealed crea- 
tion, heaven, hell, bidding them propagate the good tidings of the gospel 
to every land, denouncing infidels as enemies to God, and thus enlisting 
against a sincere inquirer every rancorous feeling of mortality. 

Ah! cries a believer in theology, these evils are caused by the abuse of 
religion, and not its use. Granted. But ought we to uphold a system 
of government capable of such abuses? Must the disadvantages of a 
system be endured, because it has some advantages? Has religion pro- 
duced more benefit to man than it has produced evil? It is evidently a 
false guide, for it offered to conduct man through “ paths of peace ;”’ it 
has led them to the battle field. When the safety of mutual affection was 
looked for, then came the poisoned arrows of savage hostility. Theology 
is not adapted to the nature of man; it is inconsistent with his happi- 
ness. However good may be its principles, it has unfortunately failed in 
its pretended advantages. While the practice of religion has been 
pleasing and thought useful in the hands of the enlightened, and stimu- 
lated benevolence, has it made bad men better? Has it ever extracted 
from the fiery temperament those physical excitements which mistakenly 
and zealously, for the love of God, destroys God’s supposed enemies with 
fire and faggot, rack and gibbet, sword and cannon? 

The supposed approbation and command of a deity has added fuel to 
the flame of constitutional enthusiasm, and turned a man into a wolf. 
Under the banners of the cross and crescent have men fought, urged on- 
ward by the morbid sensibilities engendered in the abuse of the bond of 
society. Despots have used the name of religion to bind millions of hu- 
man beings to the foul and bloody chariot wheels of despotism. If re- 
ligion is so much abused, is it not a system unadapted to human nature ? 
We do not live upon religion; we do not eat, drink, wear, or are we shel- 
tered by, religion. Our laws maintain order, and our mutual wants bind 
us to each other, and the only use it can be put to is to keep better order. 

Since it has failed in its only object, why uphold it? If we only abuse 
it, instead of using it, then are we unfit to have it among us; we are 
either too good or too bad, to have such a heavenly or hellish gift. 
It is like a keen edged sword in the hands of little children ; ; if they 
abused it by cutting themselves, would you let them have it merely be- 
cause the abuse of it hurt them? or would you take from them the valu- 
able weapon, valuable in proper hands, but dangerous in those of a 
child ? T'o be continued. 





Progress of Liberal Opinions.—We have received a letter from the 
Secretary of ‘‘ The Society of Mutual Instruction in Natural Science” 
at Cincinnati, the formation of which we some time ago noticed inythe 
Correspondent. Yt appears that this societv, which has existed only 
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one year, was, for some time, in rather a languid state; but, in conse- 
quence of the establishment of the “ Western Tiller,” a journal which 
boldly advocates the cause of truth, the institution is now flourishing, 
and promises the happiest results. The following extracts from the above 
letter, while they convey the most gratifiying intelligence from the west 
of the rapid progress of liberal principles in that section of the country, 
must stimulate every sincere well wisher of human happiness to renewed 
exertions in the promotion of mental emancipation : 

“We deem it time, sir, for the preservation of our free institutions 
from the corrupting influence of a crafty and ambitious priesthood, to 
have a union of action, and an interchange of information; that we may 
be enabled more effectually to counteract that intriguing spirit, which 
seeks a domination over society, by infusing into the weak and tender 
minds of women and children the fear of a chimerical hell, or the love 
of an equally chimerical supernatural agent. 

“With seminaries of learning, bible, tract, missionary, and mite so- 
cieties established in almost every part of our vast country; and with a 
disposition often shown to interfere to a reprehensible extent in the party 
politics of the times, may we not reasonably fear, that at no very dis- 
tant day an effort will be made by the priesthood to gain that dominancy 
by some bold, open, yet specious policy, that they have not been able to 
attain by the attempt to brewbeat their fellow men into obedience to their 
haughty and overbearing will. 

“ But [ had almost forgot, sir, that I am to inform you of liberal pros- 
pects here. Our society was founded on the 14th of January, 1827. 
Fourteen persons only signed the constitution. We for a long time 
labored under all those disadv: autages incident to new institutions, 
where a paucity of members is apparent, and the object, to oppose the 
long established opinions of society, notorious. With too little time to 
fulfil the duties we had imposed upon ourselves, and without a press to 
assist in spreading or defending our opinions, we had almost despaired of 
success; when Mr. Gazlay came out in the Tiller with a liberality of 
sentiment that would have destroyed his paper, but for the timely assist- 
ance that was given, because of the persecution. Since then our num- 
ber has increased to forty one, and we have generally from forty to fifty 
visitors at our lectures. These circumstances have renewed our hopes, 
and may, if we can only sustain the paper for a year, give such a diree- 
tion to popular opinion as will lead the priestridden portion of communi- 
ty; to follow the paths of natural knowledge, to drink at Nature’s foun- 
tain, the only one at which may do so ‘deeply’ and not be intoxicated 
with the exuberant abberations of a disordered mind.” 


Western Tiller.—The receipt of a few numbers of this paper enables 
us to say, that it is every way deserving of the character given it in the 
above communication. Inthe wide range which it takes—embracing 
politics, science, literature, moral philosophy, poetry, and miscellaneous 
articles, the editor uniformly displays the most liberal sentiments, ex- 
pressed in atone of moderation, though with suitable dignity, which be- 

speak a well cultivated and enlightened mind. The subjoined article on 
** Reformation” in a quarter where most men think it is absolutely neces- 
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sary, we have selected as a specimen of the editor’s talents for theologi- 
cal discussion. 

-“ Reformation.—Suppose for the sake of the argument, or for the good 
of the human family, that all the priests and desperate fanatics were sent 
to Botany Bay; or, what would be still better, to the plough tail or work 
shops—what would be the consequence t?: would the world come to an 
end ? would virtue and piety decline? No! none of this would happen. 
What would happen? wealthy hypocrites, for the want of a sanctuary at 
which to protect their vices, would be exposed nakedly to the world, and 
either be put to shame or on their own good conduct: the weak and su- 
perstitious would be permitted to enjoy themselves as often as three or 
four times a week with a pleasant countenance ; a little innocent amuse- 
ment; pleasant friends; and would not feel that they were thereby sure 
of going to hell. Many of the partition walls now set up to divide 
friends, neighbors, and citizens, wonld be levelled: good people could 
come together like brothers of one family, without heing pulled by the 
skirt or sleev e, with a shrug of the shoulder, and a monstrous long face, 
accompanied by a sanctimonious exclamation—* Oh la! ar’nt you afraid 
of being contaminated by such vile company ? that there fellow’s a Jew : 
that yonder is a Mahometan, a Turk ; this little imp of the devil is a 
Calvinist ; that greasy beggar is a catholic ; that down looking whelp is 
a methodist ; can any pious person who expects to save his soul keep 
company with such wretches?” All this Lsay would be done away with ; and 
people could come together in some shape or manner, as if they were all 
made by one God, for one world, and one common tomb. Heaven 
knows what a bastard, mongrel set we now represent,without common fa- 
ther, mother, or destiny. Another consequence would be, that people learn 
to mind their own businesses ; put the best foot forward, and say grace over 
their own meat—not steal it ‘and then say grace over it; robbers would be 
few—for the reason that we should have nobody to encourage and forgive 
them; every body would be engaged to promote virtue—icr this simple 
reason, that character and success would depend upon it; and there 
would be no sects to rejoice over others’ crimes, as serving to set off and 
embellish their own dogmas; justice could be administered—because 
the profession of my faith, my sect, or my church, could not screen the 
guilty ; poor despised merit could come forward clothed in white and 
shining garments—because there would be no habberdashers to bedizzen 
her in patchwork and caricature; a glorious consequence would be, the 
immediate emancipation of the press: this great engine of light and 
freedom would blaze forth in truth and science, and man would stand 
up in the majesty and glory of mental power: heaven knows what a 
diminutive, contemptible set of drivellers we now are ; not daring to put 
our noses out of our shells, fearing the priests will bite them off: tyrants 
would fall—for the simple reason that their chief bulwark would be re- 
moved ; the devil would lose all patience and quit the earth—for this 
plain reason, that he would not have a single hypocrite to condemn to 
the spit, nora single witness to act as informer ; society would present a 
heavenly appearance, in which confidence, social ease, innocent amuse- 
ments, and pristine freedom,would entwine with their amaranthine wreaths 
the gladsome walks of man. Ay, then! then would woman. fair wo- 
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man, beautiful woman, arise from the grovelling and mournful wretched- 
ness of superstition and bigotry; the oppressive weight of imaginary 
sin would be shook from her lily bosom ; bloody tears would cease to 
dim the lustre of her shining face, and to disturb her pliant mind ; 
her heart would cease to break, and darkness would no longer cover her 
buoyant soul—the hellish darkness reflected from barbarous times; the 
patroness of virtue ; the soul of life ; the chord and guide of the world’s 
pleasure ; the corrector of its errors; the rational soother of its woes ; 
a friend ; a companion ; the welcome rival in mental combat; loving 
without superstitious coldness and alloy ; cheering without its bitter tears ; 
and smiling upon life, untainted by its corroding fears ; she would stand 
redeemed as the connecting link between men and angels, adored by one, 
and worthy of the other; as restored to that blissful state from which bi- 
gotry alone has decreed her precipitation. Ye weak, ye dark minded, 
ye gloomy fanatics, see what a paradise earth would be without you; see 
what a den of wretchedness you made it !” 

Mr. Gazley, the editor of the Western Tiller, is a gentleman of high 
standing in Cincinnati, and was formerly representative of that place in 
congress. We have appointed Mr. G. our agent for the Correspondent, 
and all other publications with which we are concerned. We shall, like- 
wise, be glad to receive and forward subscriptions for the Z%ller, which 
is published weekly. 





New Harmony Gazette.—The public is informed that we are now sole 
agent for the New Harmony Gazette, in this city. It published at $2 
per annum, in. advance, and contains the most correct information that 
can be given of the “‘ Social System.” The work may be had éntire at 
the office of the Correspondent, 15 Chamber street. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 





Immaculate Conception.—The dispute on the immaculate conception 
of the Virgin between the Dominicans andFranciscans began as early as the 
thirteenth century. The contending parties stood at first upon equal 
ground; but “the merits of faith and devotion” were so decidedly on 
the side of the Franciscans, that they soon had the Christian mob to 
support them, and it became dangerous for any divine to assert that the 
mother of God (such is the established language of the church of Rome) 
had been, like the rest of mankind, involved in original sin. The oracle 
of the capital allowed, however, the disputants to fight out their battles 
without showing the least partiality, till public opinion had taken a decided 
turn. 

In 1613, a Dominican, in a sermon preached at the cathedral of 
Seville, threw out some doubts on the immaculate conception. This was 
conceived to be an insult not only to the Virgin Mary, but to the commu- 
nity at large ; and the populace was kept with difficulty from taking sum- 
mary vengeance on the offender and his convent. Zuniga, the annalist 
of Seville, who published his work in 1677, deems it a matter of Chris- 
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tian forbearance not to consign the names of the preacher and his con- 
vent to the execration of posterity. But if the civil and ecclesiastical 

authorities exerted themselves for the protection of the offenders, they 

were also the first to promote a series of expiatory rites, which might 

avert the anger of the Patroness, and make ample reparation to her in- 

sulted honor. Processions innumerable paraded the streets, proclaiming 
the original purity of the Virgin Mother. The next step was to procure 

a decision of the pope in favor of the immaculate conception. To promote 

this important object two commissioners were dispatched to Rome, both of 
them dignified clergymen, who had devoted their lives and fortunes to the 

cause of the Virgin Mary. 

After four years of indescribable anxiety, the long wished for decrec, 
which doomed to silence the opponents of Mary’s original innocence, 
was known to be on the point of passing the seal of the fisherman, and 
the Se-villians held themselves in readiness to express their unbounded joy 
the very moment of its arrival in their town. This great event took place 
on the 22d of October, 1617, at ten o’clock P. M. ‘ The news, says 
Zuniga, produced a universal stir in the town. Men left their houses 
to congratulate one another in the streets. The fraternity of the Naza- 
renes, joining in a procession of more than six hundred persons, with light- 
ed candles in their hands, sallied forth from their church, singing the 
hymn in honor of original purity. Numerous bonfires were lighted, the 
streets were illuminated from the windows and terraces, and ingenious 
fireworks were let off in different parts of the town. At midnight the 
bells of the cathedral broke out into a general chime, which was answered 
by every parish church and convent; and many persons in masks and 
fancy dresses having gathered before the archbishop’s palace, his grace 
appeared at the balcony, moved to tears by the devout joy of his flock. 
At the first peal of the bells all the churches were thrown open, and the 
hymns and praises offered up in them lent to the stillness of night the 
most lively sounds of the day.” 

A day was subsequently fixed when all the authorities were to take a 
solemn oath in the cathedral, to believe and assert the immaculate con- 
ception. An endless series of processions followed to thank heaven for 
the late triumph against the unbelievers. In fact, the people of Seville 
could not move about, for some time, without forming a religious proces- 
sion. ‘Any boy,” says a contemporary historian, “who, going upon an 
errand, chose to strike up the hymn T'odo el Mundo, was sure to draw 
after him a train, which from one grew up into a multitude; for there 
was not a gentleman, clergyman, or friar, who did not join and follow 
the chorus which he thus happened to meet in the streets.” 





A few Serious Questions.—Matt. v. 48. If God is a perfeet being. 
could he make man or any other creature imperfect—and if God created 
man and every other creature perfect, could man, or any other creature, 
make themselves imperfect 2 

Rom. viii. 20. Matt. xxv. 41. Mark ix. 45. Would God be just in 
creating men liable to become imperfect, and then doom them to eter 
nal punishment on account of their imperfection ? 
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Gen. i. 26. To whom did God speak when he said, let us make man 
in our own image—Did God make man himself, or had he companions 
to assist him ? 

Gen. iii. 7. If Adamand Eve sinned in eating fruit, why did they make 
themselves aprons to cover those parts that were not so directly aetive in 
the transgression ¢ 

Gen. iv. 17. Who was Cain’s wife, and why did he build a city for 
only his wife, his son, and himself to dwell in ? 

Gen. ix. 25. Did Noah sin when he cursed his son? 

Judges v.23. Did the angel of the Lord sin, when he said, Curse ye 
Meroz, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof? 

2 Chron. xviii. 22. Why did the Lord put a lying spirit into the mouth 
of all Ahab’s prophesiers ? 

Judges ix. 23. Why did God send an evil spirit between Abimelech 
and the men of Shechem 2? 

Numb. xi. 3], 33. If the Lord gave the Israelites quails to eat, why 
did he smite them with a great plague whilst the flesh was betwixt their 
teeth ere it was chewed ? 

Exod. x. 20. If the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s that he should not let 
the people go, was Pharaoh blameable in not letting them go? 

Exod. vii. 17, 18. If all the dust became lice throughout the land 
of Egypt, why is it said that the magicians conld not bring forth lice 
with their enchantments, seeing there was not any dust left for them to 
turn into lice ? 

Exod. xviii. 24. If Moses governed the people by the directions of God, 
why did he prefer the directions of Jethro his father-in-law? 

Deui. xxxiv. 6. If Moses wrote the book called NR de how 
could he say, no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day ? 

Numb. xxxi. 18. What did Moses mean when he said, but all the wo- 
men children which have not known a man by lying with him keep alive 
for yourselves? 

Joshua xii. Did Joshua sin by destroying so many kings ? 

1 Sam. xxv. 24. Was David‘a man after God’s own he vart, when he 
intended to cut off all that pisseth against the wall—or when he lay 
upon his death bed and would not forgive his enemies before he died, but 
{1 Kings 11. 9.] obliged his son to promise that he would put them to death 
after his decease ; or when he caused Uriah to be set in the fore front of 
the battle, [2 Sam. xi. 15.] that he might be smitten and die, for the sake 
of enjoying Bathsheba, Uriah’s wife—or when he was killing the Ges- 
hurites, (2 Sam. xxvii. 8, 9.] Gezrites, and the Amalekites, and carrying 
away their cattle and goods, and saved neither man nor woman alive, 
for fear they should inform against him ? 

Judges xiv. 19. Why did Samson commit such depredations when the 
spirit of the Lord came upon him? 

Habak. ii. 3. Did Habakkuk the prophet mean God could not be 
omnipresent when he said God came from ‘Teman, and the holy one 
from Mount Paran—and did he suppose that God and the holy one were 
two separate beings, because he says one came from ‘Teman and the 
other from Mount Paran ? 
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Isaiah vii. 14d—vui. 3. When Isaiah said, a virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, then went unto a_prophetess , and she did conceive and bear 
a son, did he mean Mary the mother of Jesus, which happened seven 
hundred years after ? 

Gen. iil. 13. Luke i. 26. If the practice of Satan has been to de- 
ceive, might not Mary be deceived though she thought the angel which 
came to her to have been sent from from God, for Satan [2 Corin. xi. 14.] 
is transformed into an angel of light? 

Matt. 1.20. If Joseph knew no more than what he dreamed respect- 
ing the father of the child, is that which one man dreams sufficieut for 
another man to rely upon? 

Mark vi. 5,6. If Jesus could not do many mighty works in his own 
country because of their unbelief, did disbelieving take away his power? 

Matt. xviii. 22. When Jesus said to Peter, he must not forgive his 
enemies till seven times only, but until seventy times seven, did Jesus 
mean to encourage a man to offend four hundred and ninety times in full 
assurance of being forgiven? 

Mark iii. 15. When Jesus gave his disciples power to cast out devils, 
was that a miracle, for they met with another man [Luke ix. 49] whe 
could do the same ? 

Luke xii. 4. John vii. 1. Why did Jesus say to his disciples, fear 
not them which can kill the body; and after a certain time he would 
walk no more in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him ? 

Acts. x. 38. Matt. vii. 32. Marky. 13. Mark ii. 23. Was Jesus 
going about doing good, and not destroying people’s property, when he 
bade the devils go into the herd of swine, and about two thousand of 
the swine perished in the sea? or were his disciples destroying any per- 
son’s property when they wre the ears of the standing corn as they 
went through the OOF fields ? 

John xin. 26, 27—vi. 70, 71. If Satan only entered into Judas after 
Jesus had given him a sop, why did Jesus say at a former period, have 
not | chosen you twelve, and one of you is a ‘devil—and if Judas was a 
devil, why did Jesus choose =n. to be a disciple ? g 

2 Corinth. v. 19. 1 John ii. 2. Matt. vii. 14. If God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them 
—and that Christ is a propitiation for the sins of the whole world, why 
is it said, narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it ¢ 

2 Pet. iti. Luke iii. 23. If all the scripture is given by the inspira- 
tion of God, and if holy men of God speak as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost, why did Paul withstand Peter to the face at Antioch? or 
why did Matthew say Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
was born Christ, and Luke say that Joseph was the son of Heli? 

John xx. 31. And if Jesus was the son of God and not the son of Jo- 
seph, why was the genealogy traced through Joseph, who could not be 
his father, except we say Joseph begat Jesus by proxy? 

Mark xvi. 16. And if these men, or any of them, were liable to err, 
why should auy person be damned w ho believe not their doctrine? 

Psalm exxxix. 8. If God is in hell, is God or the devil the supreme 
governor of hell? 





































16 THE CORRESPONDEN,. 


Creeds.—The miseries which have been entailed on the nations of the 
earth by propagating creeds with the sword, faggot, torture, and imprison- 
ments, are fast dispelling by the genuine spirit of philosophy and free 
inquiry. The religion of the Jews commenced with Abraham, who it 
appears had such an horrid idea of the attributes of the Deity as to have 
been in the act of sacrificing his own and only son to the caprice of his 
imagination. When the descendants of Abraham had become sufficient- 
ly numerous to shake’ off the yoke of the Egyptians, they commenced 
their mad and bloody career under the mask of worshippimg the only 
true God, and extirpating ali the nations around who differed with them. 
No sooner had Mahomet attracted a sufficient number of followers, 
than he commenced a similar career to the descendants of Abraham, and 
wherever his authority reached he destroyed all those who did not em- 
brace his tenets. 

The Christians of Europe feeling strength within themselves, were ac- 
tuated in their turn by the same spirit, and quitted their own territories in 
arms, and in immense numbers, to exterminate the followers of Maho- 
met ; so that it is an incontrovertible fact that whenever any sect or party 
became more powerful than their neighbors, they have invariably taken 
up arms to destroy the weaker party. 


Paine’s Birthday.—The Free Press Association intend to celebrate 
the anniversary of the birthday of Tuomas Paine, by a public dinner, 
on the 29th instant, in Boisseux’s Dancing Academy, opposite Washing- 
ton Hall, Broadway. Dinner on the table at 3 o’clock P. M. Tickets 
$1 each, to be had at the office of the Correspondent, No. 15 Chamber 
street, and of the Committee of Arrangements. 


Lectures on Science.-—The next lecture on science will be delivered 
in the Hall of the Free Press Association, William street, on Sunday, 
(tomorrow,) the 27th instant, at 11 o'clock forenoon, precisely. The 
theological lectures, as usual, at half past 2 o’clock P. M. 


Books for sale at the office of the Correspondent : 

Ecce Homo! or a Critical Inquiry into the History of the Life of Je- 
sus of Nazareth—75 cents in boards. 

The People’s Rights Reclaimed ; being an Exposition of the uncon- 
stitutionality of the Law of the State of New York compelling the obser- 
vance of a religious Sabbath—25 cents. 

View of the Metaphysical and, Physiological Arguments in favor of 
Materialism—235 cents. 

The Scxjpture Doctrine of Materialism—25 cents. 

Paine’s Theological Works, complete, 8vo., bound and gilt—@2; bds. 
$1,50. 

* .* Orders for books, in every department of literature, punctually at- 
tended to, ; 
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